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Call in a Historian

An important  theme [requently promoted in this
newsletter is that historians are versatile people whose
skills in researching and writing can be put to many
purposes in addition to producing learmed books for people
to read. We have regularly pointed out that historians’
skills can be used in many diverse business-related
activitics because there are many issues in which
companies become embroiled which are essentially
historically based. That iz where historians could
probably be used more efficiently and be more effective
than many other consultants. They could be less
expensive ool

Earlier this year CRA contested the ownership of
Mt Kare Mine with another company In Papua New
Guinea. The resolution of the dispute turned on the
original agreement between the parties; #f was a
historical rather a legal guestion. More recently, CSR
faced a heavy damages suil in the United States over
the supply of blue asbestos o the market there. This
case was also about an essentlally historical issue: the
date when CSR first shipped blue asbestos to America.

In the United States, in particular, historians have
long been used as expert witnesses for both the prosecution
and defence because of the credibility they are able to lend
to anissue. This has been rare in Australia except in issues
assoclated with heritage bulldings.

In the February 1991 edition of Business to Business
South Australio, Peter Donovan pointed out the preblems
confronted by companies overseas because of the earlier
contamination of sites and the cosls assoclated with
decontaminating these. This issue also looms large In
Australia where historians are admirably trained to

provide site  historles
for companies and
organisations intending

to acquire and develop
new sites but which are
concerned not to assume
the expense of having to
clean up these sites,
There are many
instances- other than the
need to produce a
commemaotative history -
when it makes sensc o
consult a historian.

PROJECT

UPDATE

Donovan & Assoclates has been
active since the previous News.
Several projects continue and
new ones have commenced,

The Roche and O'Neil
projecis have virtually been
completed bul awail [inal
PL‘EE-EIHE.IZI.DTL

Ferhaps the most
significant of the continuing
projects has been the oral history
of the Awsiralian Medical
Assoclation [AMA]. To date
Interviews have been condocted
In Adelalde and Sydney, At this
stage the project has targetted
older members who are able (o
shed light on the early days of the
AMA_.  Since the Associatlon
staried as recently as 1961, there
remalin several people who can
provide this information,

Cur  site  history of
Sunnybras Farmm, Adelaide's one-
Lirme sewage farm, was completed
inaccordance with arrangements
with the Corporation of Enfield.

A report on  the project 15
included on page 3.
Late in August Peter

Donovan was nvited to lectiure
studenis at the Forl Adelaide
College of TAFE about aspects of
writing local history,

Peter was back to Forl
Adelaide  laler that week to
attend the launch of Collins,
the lirst of Australia's new
submarines D& A has had
a continuing  assoclation  with
the Australian Submarine
Corporation which has ghen
Peter the opportunity to see the
first of the submarines through
from keel laying to launch.
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New Projects

Donovan & Assoclates has
won several new projects sinee
the previous News,

Perhaps the most
interesting, and certainly one of
the more unusual projects, was
the commission from Tourism
South Australia to prepare a
strategy document setting out a
plan whereby  various
interested organisations in
South Australia could respond
sultably to the imminent
beatification and eventual
cancnisation of Mother Mary
MacKillop. A report on this

project and some of iis
implications adjoing this
coluimm,

Then, in August D & A
was commissioned to write a
history of the South Australian
Pastoral Board In order to
commemerate a century of
operalions. The Board was
created under the Pastorol Act
of 1893 to manage the pastoral
leases in South Australla., The
project will be conducted over
two vears and progress will be
reported upon in more detail in
a subsequent issue of the News,

In mid-September, D & A
in a joint venture with Austral
Archaeclogy was successiul in
winning the tender to
undertake a heritage survey of
the Flinders Ranges [or the
Heritage Branch of the
Department of Enwironment
and Rezource Management,
The team brought together for
the project includes Peter
Dongvan, Barry Rowney,
Patricia Sumerling and June
Waters under the D & A
banner, with Justin McCarthy
and Greg Jackman from Austral
Archaeology. This project is to
be conducted over 18 months
and mere detailed reports will
be included in later issues of
the News,

( Continued on page 3 )
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Marketing Mary MacKillop

InJune, Tourism Seuth Australia
appointed D & A, with The
Marketing Cendre, 10 prepare a
slrategy document designed to

¥ promote angd nterpret the life
and achievements of Mary
MacKiliop, whom the Pope is
expected to beatify early o 1994,
Hey personnel of the team
Included Peler Donovan and
Barry Rownev, with Clark
Reschke of the Markeling
Centre.

This project grew from an
awareness by the Minlster af
Tourism of the opporfunitics
avallable in Mary MacKillop's
beatification and later cancnisation to attract tourists to South
Australia and key MacKillop sites. At the same time there was
an awareness of the unique features af any promotion of Mary
MacKillop and the need to minimise the possibilities of crass
commercialization.

Interest in Mary MacKillop s - or will be - particularly
associated with sites, dwellings and other physical items
identilled with her and with mmportant incidents in her Life
Ferhaps the most significant site is the chapel at Mount Street, In
North Sydney, where Mary MacKillop is burted. This site, however.,
ls outside the scope of the strategy document as are other sites
In Victoria and elsewhere beyond South Australia.

Nevertheless, there are many sites In South Australia, the
relative significance of which can be distinguished by the manner
in which they are identified and associated with key evenis and
developments I Mary MacKillop's Life, There 13 the Woods-
MacHillop Schoolhouse In Pencla in the State's south-east, buill
in early 1867 and in which Mary taught before she took her vaws |
as the first Sister of St Joseph. There is also the original convent |
al 5t Mary's College in Franklin Sireet, Adelalde. Here, inthe chapel
in 1871, Mary MacKillop was excommunicated and several of her
colleagues were expelled from the infant Institute, Another
important site is the chapel and crypt at St Joseph's Convent at
Hensinglon which was buili under Instructions from Mary
MacKillop In 1875-76 and which served as the motherhouse of
the Sisters of 5t Jaseph untll 18588,

At one level the implementation of this strategy document
car be considered as a plan (o manage, promote and develop the
several key sites associated with Mary MacKillop, Indeed, in
addition to preparing the general strategy document, D & A was
also commissioned fo prepare development options for the key
sites at Penola. Franklin Street and Kensingtaon,

Both projects were given a sense of urgency when,
on 7July 1993, Pope John Paul I announced that he was
to beatlfy Mary MacKillop at a date 10 be determined.
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A Farm by Another Name

Aninteresting project noted in the previous News and completed
sinee that time has been the compilation of a site history of
Sunnybrae Farm for the Corporation of Enfield. Sunnybrae Farm
is the current name of what was Adelalde's sewage farm.,

Adelalde was the first cily in Australia io have a water-borme
sewerage system, and the one-time sewage [amm was an integral
part of this system when it was established in the 18805,

The sewage farm was desighed to operate on a broad
irrigation prineiple. Alter passing through strainers to remove the
solid waste, the effluent passed through fiMer beds and was then
spread over the farm by means of a network of cement concrete
channels and wooden troughs. Work an constructing the fanm
buildings began in 1882 with the cowshed and dairy, and the
roothouse and cheeseroom. The following yvear construction began
on the homestead, stables and implement shed, By 18584 the farm
was culttvating about 50 acres of lncerne, 35 acres of rve grass and
had 165 acres of barley and wheat under cultivation,

Mo sooner was the farm established when those responsible
for its operation had (o contend with eriticism of s activities and
concern from people whe feared that the deep drainage would
actually promaote the spread of contagious diseases rather than
help elimmate them. As a consequence, the dairying activities
ceased soon after they started, therehy setting the pattern for the
gradual curtailing of the farm activities In response to concerns of
the public. By 1886, the farm was primarily concerned with grazing
and fattening stock and growing root erops and other [odder plants.

Regardless of complaints about the famm, it continwed to be
used until the new sewage treatment works at Bolivar became
operational in 1968, Mo longer required for its orlginal purpose, the
site of the sewage farm was progressively subdivided and sold off
in several large parcels, primarily for commercial and light
industrial use as part of the Regency Park Industrial Estate.

The State governmenl lransferred control of the farm
buildings and 1.8 ha of land {o the Corporation of Enfield on 31
December 19581, Since then the corporation has been responsible
for attracting grant funds for the conservation and re-use of the
complex, The homestead was the first part of the complex to be
restored and, late in 1984, 1t
was opened as a restaurant,
Since then, the remaining
buildings have alse been
restored with the work being
fAnally completed in June
19893,
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Having expended
considerable sums on the
conservation of the
remaining bulldings. the
Corporation of the City of
Enfield has been eager Lo
collect the history of the
farm in order to aid the
interpretation of the
surviving bulldings,

Donovan & Assoclates has
also been associated with a
publication proposed for 1984
when South Australians
celebrate the centenary of
wiomen's sullrage. Ms Karobi
Mukheree, a lecturer at the
University of South Australia,
completed an oral history
project during which she
collected the experlences of
Indian women who had
migrated to Australia. D & A's
task has been to edit the
iranscripts to make them
suitable for publication.

D & A has again been
assoclated wilh Bernie O'Mell,
this time i(ranscribing
interviews undertaken during
the course of his work on the
history of the Department of
Mines and Encrgy.

D& A has planned a
new publication for 1994, a
collection of storles in which
historlans have recounted
their  moere memorable
experiences, These are the
sorts of stories thal have
generally been recounted only
in 1‘|.'-!|l'R O COIMITIONIaarns él.'l'l:li
have remained in oral form.
The idea for the collection
sprang from reflections on the
experences encountered in the
course of many D & A
projects. but arc of the type
experienced by most
hisgtorians. Thus, many
histertans can  relate o the
slories associated with having
to spend preclous research
time in unfamiliar and nolsy
archives OVerseas.




4 » Spring 1993 Donovan News

In the Media

History research and writing rarely takes place in the public spotlight and moest of the work of
Donovan & Associates s accomplished with little fanfare. However, there was something of an
exception when Peter Donovan undertook a visit to Penola in South Australia's south-cast
during the course of work on preparing the MacKillop strategy document.

A week prior to the visit, Peter organised interviews with three people in Fenola who have
particular perspectives on visitation to the Woods-MacKillep Schoothouse. He arranged the
mterviews for Tussday, 6 July, and slipped quietly into Penola late on the Monday afternoon.

Because of the low profile of the project to that time he was surprised to learn from ABC
regional radio at 7.30 am on the Tuesday that he was that day in Penola to document sites
assoctated with Mary MacKillop: the news story was not quite accurate, but in the circumslances
was of lttle real eonsequence, The early surprise was compounded later in the morming while
Peter was at the District Council offices after having spoken with the Mayor. When just about
to leave for lunch the secretary informed him that a reporter from the ABC at Mount Gambier was
an the phone wanting to speak to him, Not able to do so immediately he promised to ring back later
in the afternoon and correct some of the misinformation that had been given earler in the morming.

After lunch Peter went to the Woods-MacKillop Schoolhouse and had no sooner arrived
when he was bailed up by a reperter and photographer from the Naracoorte Herald seeking details
about the project, The mystery as to how so many people knew of Peter's Itnerary rernained
antil the District Clerk confessed that he was the one to have spread the word.

Peter returned Lo Adelakde on the Tuesday evening, but was not yet free of attention from the
media. That evening. Australia heard the news that the Pope was to beatify Mary MacKillop
at a date to be determined.  The forthcoming beatification was big news nexl moming and so Lod
wasnews ol D& A's MacKillop project
which was officially acknowledged In a
press release from the Minister of
Tourtsm, During the next few days Peter
pnee more had to contend with
reporters [rom the Advertiser and the
Barder Wolch

However, Lhe news remained
current for a few days enly and matiers
soonl returned to relative nonnality,
enabling the project to be completed
without any maore distractions.

Rermy Rowmay i frant of the Wids-MackKiop Schoollouse af Penola
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History and Historic Preservation Consultants
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We offer a wide range of services, including:

« Corporate and Institutional History and Biography
Regional and Local History

Oral History Programmes

Heritage Survey and Assessment

Advice on Cultural Tourlsm

Advice on Archives and Records Management
Litigation Support

Editing of Reports and Manuscripts

Manuscript and Report Preparation

Public Relations, Display and Education

® & & % W # & 0




