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... keeping in touch with clients and other friends ,.,

Fifteen productive years

Donovan & Associates, 15 vears young on 16 December 1995, is
a firm with a wealth of experience.

Since its inception, the firm has been responsible for 28
books. It has provided the manuscripis for some of these,
overseen the publication of others and, on occasions, acted as
publisher. These books have dealr with a broad range of subjects.
There have been local and regional histories ranging from a history
of Port Wakefield to a history of Alice Springs, the history of a
suburban city — West Torrens — through to a twe velume history
of the Northem Territory. There have been histories of organisations
and institutions, such as the Real Estate Institute of South Australia,
the South Australian Pastoral Board, the Ausralian Protective
Service amnd the Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital. The list
includes histories of mansport agencies such as Australian National
and the South Australian Highways Department. The firm has
recorded the storics of several companies including that of a builder
(AW, Bauldersione), a baker {Buttercup), an energy supplier
{South Aonsmalian Gas Company) and FH. Faulding & Co., a
pharmaceutical manufacturer,

In addition to these books Donovan & Associates has
completed numerous other projects. The firm has undertaken some
of the carlicst. largest and most wide-ranging heritage surveys in
South Australia and a nutional survey of mining: it has undertuken
conservation plans for individual boildings and complexes. It has
provided management plans for local museums, prepared amarketing
plan to promote Blessed Mary MacKillop. &n annual report for a
philanthropic rust, and a

souvenir booklet for a local _..nw T
government. .-GGE.?&":’_:F‘
There are stories T g ﬁ'
associated withevery project Feay. Copyep.
and each has confributed w0 *; ; )

broadening the experience of
the firm. Ay a result of this
wide experience Donovan
& Associates bringsa wealth
of expertise to each new
project, which is valuable
because, as the firm has
found, no two projects arve
exacly the same.

PROJECT UPDATE

Donovan & Associates
has had a busy time since
the previous newsletter,

The history of the South
Australian Pastoral Board,
‘In the Interest of the
Country’, and that of the
City of Hindmarsh and
Woodville, Berween the
FPark Lands and the Sea
Coast, were launched
during the early part of
the year. Additional
details are given on p. 3.

The manuscripis for two
other books have been
completed and are
awiiting publication. The
history of Quality Bakers
Australia 15 expected w
be published in late 1996,
while that of the
Wakebhurst GolfClub will
be published in March
1997 to commemorate
the 25th anniversary of
the opening of the course
and clubhouse.

Work on other history
projects continues. The
manuscript  for  the
centenary history of
Sacred Hean College isto
be completed atthe end of
July 1996 for the
launching of the book in
February 1997, The story

Confinped on p. 2




Project Update continued

of the Strzelecki Track s due
to be completed at about the
same time in readiness for its
launch when the new section
of the Track is opened officially
in Movember 1996,

NEW PROJECTS

Donovan & Associates has
been commissioned o work
on severdl new projects since
the previous News.

The firm has already
completed aconservation plan
for the drill hall ar HMAS
Encounter, the former naval
depot at Port Adeluide. The
project was endertaken for the
Australian Property Group.

D & A has been retaingd by
Cakhill College of Castle Hill
i MNew South Wales 1w
oversee the production of 2
historical publication 1o
commemaorate the 6Hlth
anniversary of the Callege in
1996,

The firm has also undertiken
work associated with the
preparation of the Torrens
Catchment Management Plan,
a5 subconsultants for the urban
planning company. Hassell,
D & A has been retained
assess and comment upon
heritage implications of the
managemeant plan

The firm is also actng as sub-
consulrants  for Kinhill
EI'IEi.IEI:t:I,‘:-i o consider the
heritage implications of the
development of the Wuahlpo-o
Lagoon Wetland near Sellicks
Beach, to the south of
Adelaide.

History on track

Donovan & Associates poes far and wide in the cause of histary
One of the current projects is the compilation of a history of the
Strzeleckn Track, which extends from Lyndhurst o Innamincka in
the north-east of South Australin. The project was commissioned
by the Deparement of Rosd Transpoit in order to preserve some
of the lore assocized with the Track. The boekletis to be launched
in conjunction with the opening of the new alignment of the
northernmest portion of the Track in November 1996 Although an
open-surface road, the new alignment will provide virually an all
weather rack to Innamincka and elimurane the last of the pororious
hazards associdted with the Track.

Although a cattle dufter, Hary Fedford, overlanded stock
south from western Queensland along the Strzelecki Creek in 18710,
the lack of watering points along the route and the recurrence of
droughtin the region meant thatitwas largely abandoned as o stock
rauie in the 1930s. Inpamincka, which was proclaimed a iown in
| 890, was supplied from western New South Wales, rather than
South Australia until it was abandoned in 1953

The Track was bult in 1958 and [nnammcka revived.
primarily because of exploration for oil and gas in the region from
the mid 19505 Premier Sir Thomas Phivford wanied benefits of
any oil and gas discoveries in South Australia to flow 1o that state
rather thun stures o the gast, =0 encouraged the consmuction of thwe
Track, The first frack was bluzed through within a few weeks and
was only the width of & four-wheel drive vehiele, Tt was ves y friagile
because of the dry and sandy nature of the region and it SO0
deterioruted under the w :u,-_:lu of heavy vehicles travelling 1o and
from the o1l and gas exploration and d I:‘."l;'ll.:lp['l'll:‘.'ll.l. sites. The Track

had to be rebuilt and upgraded almost immediately and continually

mainwdined thereafier. Portions of it were realigned in order (o
minimise the damage from infrequent, but major floods. The new
northern alignment will mean that most of the Track beyond the
Dog Fence will have been realigned from the route criginally
surveyed.

The bookler aims 1o record the experiences of those men
responsible for surveying, building and maintaining the Strzeleck
Track:

The eonciucuon cos, 15 ilselres from the Deil gas-field, Sepember
f oGy,
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New Publications SNAPSHOTS
The period since the previons News has been a productive one for
Donovan & Associates with the publication of two books during the
ferst few months of 1996, The history of the South Australian Pastoral
Board was launched by David Wotton, Minister of Environment and
MNatural Resources, on & February 1996, The history of the City of
Hindmarsh Woodville was launched by Mavor John Dver during
celebrations 1o mark the Citv's History Day on 24 March 1996,

T the fnterestof the Conniry' a
Ristory af the Pastoral Board of
Sorteth Australio, JI8V3-TVE3 by
Peter Donowan, wias produced by
Donovan & Associates nod
published by the Pastorsl
Munagement Branch ol the
Depanment of Environment and
Matural BEosouroes. The book =
iy hardiback, meisores 2500 x
I THmm. bas i + 236 pages, an
irdex and is illusirated in black
and wihee. The Bisiory was
contmissioned 1o recard 1he
activities ol the Pazioral Boanl
and 10

mark  iE centenary.

Copies may be ohaired Tnom e
Pastoral Maagement Branch o
Kensington Park.

W ml;u A e T
Lt L]

From Park Lawd o Seq Coast, by
Mary Gever with Peter Donovan
wits published by the Ciry of
Hingdmarsh and Woodville, The
softback book measures 20mm x
Uaihn, his %4 150 pages, anindex
and is illustrated in black and white.
e hislory was comnnssioned by
the City  of Hindmarsh and
Woodville 0 complement the
separate historizs of Hindmarsh wnd
Woodville wiach were published in
the 19708, I takes the smory 1o the
anad gamiation of these separate local
govermments in 1993, Copics ofthe
book may be obfained from the
council offices o Woodville,

Perer Donpvan wiih Mirisrer
Evvied Woifour wfter Hre fatte e hod
Preeciredd T the Tierest of the
Ty’

My Gever speakiag i heiesis
following the faeech of  From
Park Lands o Sca Coast by
Mavew o Dy,

OF Coggag Sl
EITED T, L, __I_"'m"_"_

HE Hirdossage

.ﬁ'r.;'lrl.llr.u .'ﬁ'.'r.lnfc'_:.":-. Crieiadild ol
te swvming  of the Ciy o oof
Hindmarsh Woodville

Copy wdining of the Mews iz by
Bemurd OFMNeal,  The ganoons
ase by Siephen Stanbey.
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In search of history

As indicated in previous issues of the News, those al
Donovan & Associates go far and wide and visit
some strange places in search ol hiswory, Several
years ago, when writing the history of Australian
Matiomal (AN}, both Bemie O'Neil amd Peler
Donovan travelied in the cabins of AN locomolives
o pain an appreciation of train working, Laler
Ciraham Boulter and Peter Donovan stayved in train
crew guarters in remote ocalities on the Nullabos
Flain while documenting South Australia's railway
heritage. The history of the Pastoral Beard took
Peter into the pastoral country of South Auvstralia
and, more recenily, he spent several days in the
remoie construction camp with the men realigning
the northem part of the Streeleck Track.

Peter Donovan had @ go inside Walala
Frison to interview somc of the inmales when
undertaking an oral history project documenting
life m the Adelaide Gaol, While researclung the
history of the Australian Protective Service (APS)
he wvisited the op secret Defence Facility af Pine
Gap near Alice Spongs, On the same trp he
ohserved an aati-terronist exercise at the Alice
Bprings airport. The APS history meant visiting
facilities In mosr staes of Australla, so0 o, did
research for the history of Quality Bakers Australia

Two projects in Sydney meant thar Leonie
Famdell, June Donoven and Peter Donovan spent
considerable time there during 1995 and carly 1996,
The Sydney office of D & A was a farat Dee Why,
ome of the harbour city's nonhem beach suburbs,

Such travelling 15 an enjovable pan of the
lifeof anapplicd historian, but it is also an essential
part of the work in order (o gun an unde rstanding of
whal it 15 that we are asked 1o write aboul.

TorvE Gorr
A Lol o
h Slicwegs ol

Bocics

LTAS i

DONOVAN & ASSOCIATES

History & Historie Preservation Consultants

Donovan & Associates is a consulting firm
which specialises in matters relating to aspects
of historical research, writing and historic
conservation and undertakes a wide variety af
tasks based upon these specialies.  Major
projects completed by the firm include large
commissioned histories and heritage studies,
recording of ara] nstory, and providing advice
on historical records management.

Donovan & Associates was established in
1080 and ince that thme has undertaken work
for clients throughout south-caster Australia
on projects that have involved research and
work in all parts of the country.

Donovan & Associales' services include:

Corporate and institutional histories
Regional and local histories
Heritgge surveys and assessments
Creal history programs

Advice on cultural tourism

-+

*

Advice on listorical displays
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| PO Box 436, Blackwood, South Australia, 5051
Phone and Facsimile (08) 270 1770
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