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Imaginative History

ood historical writing is imaginative—the emphasis being

on the writing, rather than the history, Historians must be

true to their soarces and may be limited to some extent in
what they write by the facts and informaton at their disposal. They
do not have the freedom of fiction writers to write whatever they
wish, for instance. However, they are comsirained only by their
imagination in the manner in which they research and write,

The historian is generally free 1o choose the theme of the book and
demonstrate a measure of individeality. Geoffrey Blainey's
nnovative approach to the often-told story of the European
settlement of Australia promoted the concept of "The Tyranny of
Distance’' to encapsulate many features of Australia’s history. Most
educated Australians know of the concept, although comparatively
few would have read Blainey's book.

Research provides another opportunity for innovation. In all instances
there are essential sources that must be consulted whatever the
proposed theme. Forexample, a historian commissioned to write the
history of an organisation, would be remiss in notconsulting relevant
annual reports. But any source may be deemed o be dppropriate
and some of the most innovative history has been based upon new
approaches to sources. The historian, Russel Ward, used Australian
folk songs wo exemplify his ideas about the development of a distinet
Australian idenuty.

Historians have an opporiunity to display imagination in the
presentation of their material. For instance, illustrations should not
be used simply to break up text, but may be used as anattractive way
of providing information. The surveyor's sketch plan of station
improvements on a pastoral lease are certainly more interesting and
attractive than a page of descriptive prose,

Finally, experienced historians—
and we at D& A believe we are in
that category—arne in 4 position to
offer advice aboul the attractive
designand presentation of the book.
Irnmiost instances there will belitle
or no great difference batwean the
cost of pood and boring basic
design. All it needs 15 a linle
UTAgEInation.

D&A's Seope of Work

D& A has completed
interviews for the oral
history of the Australian
Medical Association.
The material is o be
curated as part of the
Oral History Collection
of the State Library of
South Australia.

The history of RoChe
Bros, Australia's leading
contract maner has been
completed. The Roche
Approach was launched
at a black tie function in
Melboume on

30 November 1998 in
association with the
presentation of the
Auvstralisn Constructors'
Assoclation's 'Services to
Construction Award' to
Ken Roche.

The research and writing
of the history of Mumay
River Wholesalers Py
Ltd 15 almost complete.

50 too is the work
associated with the oral
history of the Depart-
ment of Transport and
the gangs who have
worked on the Birdsville
Track.

D& A continues o
ondertake historical
work for the Attomey-
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D&A'S Seope of Work comtineed

work for the Attorney-
General's Department in the
maatter of native title claims

in Sopth Australia.

D& A has begun work on
several new projects since
publication of the previous
MNews,

Once again D& A worked as
sub-consultants o Hassell
Piv Lid in Adelaide, In this
instance we provided
heritage advice on the
gardens at the staely home,
Carrick Hill, in suburban
Springfield, as part of a
management plan for the
future of these gardens,

D& A has been
commissioned o write a
history of ACTEW, the
Australian Capital Territory's
electricity and wiater
provider, ahead of the
proposed sale and possible
division of the corporation,

We are also invaolved in
writing a history of the De
La Salle Brothers in
Australia, The Brothers have
been primanly identified
with teaching. but have also
bheen mvalved o the
provision of suppor for
disadvantaged youth,

The Australian Bardey Board
has engaged DEA w
compile a history of its
activities. The Board
celebrates 60 yeurs of
operation in 1999, when it
is to be restructured and

Men with Class

he history af the De La Salle Brothers extends back more than 300

I vears 1o 1682 when John Baptist De La Salle, a Catholic priest of

Rheims in France, gathered wgether a group of men whom he

trained o be school Wwachers, The need forteachers for the less privileged

mexnt that the Congregation grew rapidly umtil checked by the excesses

ol the Reign of Terror during the French Revolution when it was reduced

(o three communities, all of them outside France, The resurgence of the

Brothers in France co-incided with the accession of Napaleon 1o power.

Thereatier, the Brothers spread throughout the world, opening their first
sthool in Australia in P00 at Armidale in Mew South Wales.

The Brothers went on (o establish schools in each state in Australia—
except Tasmanis—and in New Zealand and Papua New Guinea. Since
1906 they have been closely identified with, and played an lmporant role
im. many developments in Catholic education in Australia, including the
establishinent of the Australian Catholic University, They have been
leaders in developing education in Papua Mew Guinca, particulbarly
through training teachers. The number of Brodhers has declined since the
1 96 and they have been forced to withdraw From many of their schools.
However, inthis they have reflected changes within the Catholic Church
in Australia and elsewhens

The particular mission of the Brothers
o the poor and disadvantaged
priooupled the establishment of Boys
Town ol Beaudeserd in Queenskand,
and. laree, the Kids Help Lime: the
Brothers established San Miguel in
westem Sydney 10 prowide emergency
care for families in crisis: and (hey
Rave i sehooed for Aborigingl children
at Bilgo Hills in remole Weslem
Augiralia..
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Published Recently

Writing History for
Publication by Peter
Donovan.  Published by

the South Australian
Government, The book is
softback, measures 210 mm
x 205 mm, has vi+l182
pages, and is illustrated in
black and white. It 15 &
texthook for use in the
Advanced Diploma of Arts
(Professional Writing)
course offered by the
Adelaide Instiute of TAFE.
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Providing Life's Essentials

CTEW, the provider of the Australian Capital Territory's
A clectricity, water and sewerage semvices celebrated s 10th

anniversary on 1 July 1998, Though ACTEW itself is only a
decade old, iis history, incluoding that of its predecesors, extends back
1o the very foundation of Canberra and the ACT. Indeed, the peneral
location and shaps of the ACT was determined by ihe need o prmovide a
catchment area for a water supply for the national capital.

The early provision of the essential electricity amd wiler services for the
ACT is closely identified with the physical devetopment of Canberra,
The power station built o Eastlake was the first public building in
Canberra, and ils major purpose wis (0 provide power for the pumping
station near the Cotter Dam to pump water o Canberma, This early
history is also bound up with thai of the federal givemment departments
responsible [or development works in the Territory, The Canberra
Electricity Supply was parl of the Department of the Interor until 1963,
when it became an autonomous enfify known as e ACT Electricity
Authonity (ACTEA), The Waier Branch fommcd pa of the Depariment of
Works amd remained with that depanment—and its succesors—uoniil
1988, when, with the imminent approach of self-govemment for the
ACT, it was joined with ACTEA to form ACTEW, The new authority
become the ACT's largest Govemment Business Enterprise {GBE) amd
one of the most significant businesses inthe ACT.

ACTEW remains a rare organisation in Ausiralia in that it provides
clectricity. water and sewerage services. In all states, the providers of
electricity and waler services have been discrete organisations

The recent hiswory of ACTEW haz been closely associated with the
development of the national electricity grid, the breaking up of the
traditional monopolistic eleciricity utiligics i the states ancd the pash for
greater competition which flowed from the federal government's
acceptange of the Hilmer Repor. The new eeoneniie climate s ¢ amsed
4 re-pssessment  of
ACTEW's future.
Consultants have
suggested that its small
size means that it canmt
compele effccovely in
the markelplace, and
have recommended that
itsservices be povatised.

Onee again, DEA have
bocome involved mn
recording the history of
anorganisation before i
undergoes significan
change.

In the news

D& A received atention in
the local press and radio
following upon its
recommendations for the
future management of the
Adelaide Parklands. The
previous Mews noted our
work as sub-consultants (o
Hassell Pry Lid in the
preparation of a
management strategy for
the Adelaide Parklands. The
miedig were intrigued that
we recommended that
consideration be given to
nominating Colonel Light's
plan for the City for the
World Heritage List. The
reports failed o appreciate
the subtlety that the whaole
of the plan, not just the
Parklands, were the subject
of the recommendation.

Welcome
Donovan & Associales
welcomes Die Pauling
Payne, current President
of the Association of
Professional Historans,
whao has been engaged as a
sub-consultant to help with
the history of the Australian
Barley Board.

Ruth Donovan began
working full-time with
D& A o July. She has been
used as a rescarch assistant
n several projects to gain
broad expericnce before
embarking on post-graduate
studies.

Copy editing of the News is by
Bemurd O'leil. The cartoons
are by Sicphen Stanley.
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By Special Appointment

une Donovan was apponted an imangural
J member of South Australia's State Records

Council which was established under the
Staie Records Act 1997, State Cabinet approved
the nominations formembership on 19 May 1998
and the Council held its first meeting on 16 June.
The Council consists of nine members, with June
being appointed as a member of the public who
is a frequent user. The general purpose of the
Council is to oversee the operation of the Act and
o approve the disposal schedules for government
records thatare theresponsibility of State Reconds.
The appointment is for a period of three years,

Peter Donovan has also received a significant
appointment, though one of & very different
nature, In September 1998 he was appointed by
Athletics Australia to be one of three Chief
Judges for the Long and Triple Jump at the
Sydney Olympics in 2000, Peter has long been
associated with Track and Field and has officiated
at major meets around Australia in recent years.
Last April he was invited to attend 4 course in

Brisbane organised by the Imernational Amateur |

Athleric Federation for potential Area Technical
Officials for the Oceania region and was one of
six Australians to pass the exams held at the
conclusion of the course.
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A Good Experience

Libby Sexton, a student of the Applied History
course at Adelaide University undertook a
month's work experience with D&A during
November, She spent most of her time in
Canberra, werking on the history of ACTEW.
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DONOVAN & ASSOCIATES

History & Historic Preservation Consultants

Donovan & Associates is a consulting firm
which specialises in matters relating 1o aspects
of historical research, writing and historic
conservation. The firm undertakes a wide
variety of tasks based upon these specialtics.
Major projects completed by the firm include
large commissioned histories and heritage
studies, recording of oral history and providing
gdvice on records management.

Donovan & Associates was established in
| 980 and has since undertaken work for clients
throughout southeastern Australia on projects

| that have involved ressarch and work in all

parts of the country.

Donovan & Associates' services include:

Corporate and institutional histories
Regional and local historics
Heritage surveys and assessments
Land tenure rescarch

Oral history programs

Advice on cultural tourism

Advice on historical displays
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PO Box 436, Blackwood, South Australia, 5051
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