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... keeping in touch with clients and other friends ...

Making Sense of Non-sense

The essential task for any historian is one of making sense of what is
literally nor-sense. At the beginning of any project the historian is
confronted by a mass of data. There are many stories somewhere amid
the minutes of board mestings, the annual reports, the compactus full
of files, and the tales of the many employees. However, the historian
must tease out these stones and then, can recount only one at a time
This 15 the challenge. The manner in which they address it becomes
the measure of the historians and their craft.

It is not good enough for a historian simply to present a mass of
historical data. Such material is useless unless it 15 interpreted because
not all items of historical information are of equal valus, Nor i3 it
sufficient for the historian to be content with a chromicle of  what
happened, because a chronicler or journalist can do this just as well.
Instead, the historian's task is to explain why things happened, when,
and in the manner that they thd. In order to do so, historians must
discriminate between the pieces of data that they wish to use in
accordance with the needs of the story that s'he wishes to tell. There
15 always some information that 15 fundamental to the explanation,
and additional information that is helpful, while there is yet much
more that might be useful, or conversely, of such little consequence
that it is irrelevant, The historian must choose.

All history 15 contrived, with aspécts of the past being interpreted by
the histonan. It cannot be otherwise. However, historians are aware
of this and they iry to ensure that the story they tell is honest and
internally consistentand does not ignore information that runs counter
to the story that they hope to tell. Instead this information must be
woven into the story and complementary data found to explain it

The histonies reflect the
historians’ hackground,
training, interests,
prejudice and, even
bias. However, the
professional 15 aware of
this, acknowledges the
fact, and takes steps to
minimise §ts impact.
This 15 why history
should be undertaken
by trained professionals,

D&A's Scape of Work

Dowmovan & Associabes
continnes 10 be very busy.
This helps explan, but not
execuse, the belated 1ssumng
of this News,

The history of the De La
Salle Brothers in Ausiralia,
Papua MNew Guinea and
Mew Fealand has moved
forward to the production
stage with its launch
anticipated before
Christmas,

Similarly, the mamascript
for the history of Tip Top
Bakeries haz been
completed end 15 sbout to
go forward to the
production stage. It is also
expected o be lmmehed
later in the vear.

D& A has garnered
additional work at the
Salisbury Defence Site n
South Anstralia. Late in
2000 we were asked to
undertake the architectaral
recording of those
buildings to be demaolished
as part of redevelopment
work on the site. That
project has been
completed, with the final
report being submitted on
CD=Rom &5 well a3 in hard
copy. Since then we have
commenced a new coniract
on the site. This tme we
have been commuzsioned to
update the Conservation
Management Plan for the
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D& A's Seope of Work centinned

site that was onginally
undertaken i 1994, The

recent history of the site has
invohved physical changes of
guch an exfent as (o require 2
newW COnservation managemenst
plan to ensure that heritape
elements are not lost
imadvertently. This project will
continue until September 2001

Chur contract with the Aflomey-
General's Departrnent
concluded in November 2000,
though we have been asked 1o
undertake incidental work
since. The hearing of South
Australia's first native fitle
claim began in the Federal
Court on 4 June 2001

Donovan & Associnies has
begun work on two small
commissioned histories since
the previous News The first of
these 15 a history of the real
gstate firm, Jackman & Treloar
which celebrateés its centenary
in 2000 The sacond
commission 18 for a small
publication to commemorats
thie first 20 years of the
Engineering Emplovers'
Azsociation Training Scheme,

D& A completed two short
projects for the City of Port
Augusta during the latter pan of
2000, The first of these was a
re-assessment of the henitage
significance of the former
primary school following
pubdic submissions on plans to
redevelop the site. The second
project myvolved research into
the location of Minchin's Wells
at Stirling North. The wells
were sunk by Sub-Prodecior of
Abaorigines, Henry Minchin, ot
his rarion depot in 1853,

Real History: Jackman & Treloar

Donovan & Associates isonce again writing 'real” history, Peter Donovan
and Alison Painter wrote a history of the South Australia Real Estate
Institute, Real History, in 1990 D&A was recently commissioned (o
write a short history of the real estate firm of Jackmean & Treloar, Our
earlier works means that D&A approached the task with a thorough
understimding of the industry

Jackman & Treloar commenced in 1907, the year of Australia’s federation.
It guffered many vicissitudes as the Australian economy and the real
estate industry waxed and wimed during the past cenfury. The firmy
prospered duning the early yiears of the twentieth century when 1t was
responsible for developing several of Adelaide's castern suburbs.
Injudicious lending at the end of the boom period that followed Warld
War | micant that it nearly succumbed during the depression. However,
with attention o economy and a supportive bank, Jackman & Treloar
managed to rade out of its difficultes. Prosperity returned in the wears
after Waorkd War I1.

Jackman & Treloar has hed several changes of ownership, but has
continued to be regarded as one of the premier real estate firms in South
Augiralia, Four of the principals have served as presidents of the Real
Estate Institute including Trevor Dunsford, the present owner. He, with
lan Bromell, acquired the business in 1987 precisely because of its high
public profile and solid reputation so that it could become the flapship
business under the Nationwide Realty franchise.

Such a long and successful history has brought significant repeat busi-
pess. A Federation villa on a double alfotment &t Glenunga became
something ofa fivounte with Jackman & Treloar and was sold by the firm
on five occasions between 1980 and 1990, The first auction took place
following a meeting between its owners and Trever Dunsford' s mother
at the Bumnside Bowling Club. The vendors were only the second
oocupants of the honse since it was built in 1901 lan Bromell bought the
house for $54,000 at the second Jackman & Treloar salc in 1581 before
b becarne associated with Trevor Dunsford or the finmn. He renovated and
landscaped the villa and added a pool, then leased 1t out while he became
Dhunsford Bromell's property manager in Perth. Then, in 1988, he sold i
for S444, 000, 1t was sold again in 1989 with the now vendor also making
aprofit At another sale the following vear the price dropped by $5000,
but Jackman & Treloor secured the fifth commission on the property.
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Drigging up the Past
Both Barry Rowney and Ruth Donovan have recently returned to
Australia after seven weeks working on an archacological site in
northern Synia. The site overlooks the River Euphrates to the
northeast of Aleppo. beyond the village of Manbij, The nuned site
was once that of a prosperous city founded by the Romans to
facilitate trade with regions further to the east,

Barry has been visiting the site for many vears. His chief tasks have
been pegging out the trenches and measunng and drawing signifi-
cant buildings. Ruth was invited to join the team this year to
supervise excavation in one of the trenches in the domestic quarter
of the site: the actual digging is undertaken by local people from a
nearby village.

The daily regimen is a strict one. Work on the site begins early each
moming and continues until lunchtime The afiernoon is given over
o curating and documenting any excavated material. However, it
was not all work, with provision being made to visit Aleppo
regularly and the opportunity being made available at the midway
point of the dig to visit other places of interest in northern Syria.

Far leff ahove; Barryon the
Fibe, fanving peEred oul i
of the frenches.

Above: Ruthwith one ofthe
focal women who werked
o e site. The River

People

Mary-Louise Geyer continues
towork with DA, Most recently
she has been particularly
concerned with researching and
writing the Jackman & Treloar
history and that ofthe Engincening
Employers' Association Training
Scheme,

D&A has engaged four
consullants 0 assisi with the
apdating of the Salisbary Defence
Site conssrvalion management
plan. Iris Iwanicki is providing
advice on the manner in which
logal government and the
Prevelopment Act may be usedto
encourage conservation; Greg
Drew is providing practical
advice to assit with the
interpretation of the site o
vigitors, Yivienne Wood is
advising on the cotservation of
Aborigimal associations with the
site; and Barry Rowmey is
providing architectural expertize.

Ruith Dumovan, recenthy retumed
from an archazological die in
Syria, 5 to leave D&A
temporarily to take up a
scholarship ot the University of
Western Anstralia to complete a
PhID in history, She is keen to
study the manner in which
opportunities have arisen for
historians to practice outside
terfiary teaching instifutions.

In March 2001 June and Peter
Donovan led members of the
Historical Society of South

Luphrares  is  fn the | Australio on a walk arcund parts
backgreund of Adelaide to look at significant
= Lefi: Kuth with anotier examples of stained and painted
Ausiralicn, Jawmes o e alass.
Kife ! .ﬂ'r.iHj' I owr e
extreme lefi,
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Plain Words
Those ofusat Denovan & Associates liketo consider
purselves as 'expert generalizsts’ who may be called
apon to write about all menner of sobjects. The

challenge of this is to ensure that our readers |

unclerstand what wewrite, Thus, wewere amused to
find the following exhortation in South Austrahia’s
Register of 5 July 1917,

In promulgating your esolenc cogita-
tions, or articufating your superficial
sentimentalities and amicable philo-
sophical or psychological observations,
beware of platitudimous ponderosity.

Let your conversational communica-
tions possess & clarified conciseness, a
compaet comprehensibleness, coales-
cent consistency, and 8 concatenated
cogency. Eschew all conglomerations
or flatulent garmulity, jejune babblement,
and asinine affectations. Let your
extemporancous descantings and
unpremeditated expatiations have
intelligibility and voracious vivacity
without rhodomontade or phrasmical
bombast.

Sedulously avoid all polysyllabic
profindity, pompous prolixity,
psittaceons vacuity, ventriloquial
verbosity and venimilogquent vapidity.
In other words, talk plainky, briefly,
natarally, sensibly.

Say what you mean, mean what vou
say, and do not use big words.

We at D&A try to follow this advice.
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Copy editing of the News is by Bernard 0" Neil
The cartoons are by Stephen Stanley,

DONOVAN & ASSOCIATES
History & Historic Preservation Consultants

Donovan & Associates is a consulting firm

| which specialises in matters relating to aspects
| of historical research, writing and historic

conservation. The firm undertakes a wide
variety of tasks based upon these specialties.
Major projects completed by the firm include
large commissioned histories and hentage
studies, recording of oral history and providing
advice on records management.

Domovan & Associates was established in

| 1980 and has sinceundertaken work forclients |

throughout southeastern Australia on projects |
that have involved research and work in all
paris of the country.

Donovan & Associates’ services include:

= Corporate and institutional histories
= Regional and local histories

= Hentage surveys and assessments

+ [ and tenure research

= Diral history programs

« Advice on cultural tourism

» Advice on historical displays
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PO Box 436, Blackwood, South Australia, 3051
Phone/Facsimile: (08) 8270 1770
e-mail: p_domovanZoptusnet.com.au
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