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... keeping in touch with clients and other friends ...

The Future of History

Tre*.»!ge of 22"September 2001 featured an article under the title
"The Foture of History”, 1t canvassed issues with which teachers,
and academic historians have grappled for several years, viz.,
the apparent waning of interest in Australian history in schools, It
proposed no remedies to reverse the decline in interest.

Perhaps hstory, like energy and good health, is wasted on the young.
We have long contended that history makes little sense until people
have experience of life and the world, and an eagemness to leam the
reasons for contemporary matters and issues. Leamning about history
must move from the known to the unknown, as in any branch of
knowledge, The study of revolutions and dictators might prove
popular at high school because of an inherent excitement in the
subject matter, but the matunty required to appreciate the issucs
means that few students gain any real appreciation of the their
ramifications.

By contrast, we continue to be delighted at the level of interest in
history bevond the schools and universities: it is this that has
sustained Donovan & Associates for more than 20 vears, Much of
our work has been concermed with explaining to people the history of
their community, company or organisation. Clients have seen meril
in commissioning us to undertake this work, and we have had no lac
of willing participanis keen to assist us.

Historical research associated with heritage projects and the
interpretation of places and artefacts has been another staple of D& A
from its inception. The interest in hentage conservation and the
popularity of history museums also

indicate an increased and abiding T Fuliee
mtercst in history. Once again, itisan  Or I-Ers-rﬂ,r.
interest in history that is directly M'TH#'FE. o
relevant to people. Hogyy

Mursed, on,

More recently, D& A has beenconcerned
with historical rescarch associated with
native tle issues. The resolution of such
is5ues, with their ramifications, 1s among
the most fundamental matters facing
contemporary Australians and an
understanding of histery 15 essential for
this.

History has a great future.

D&A's Scope of Work

Donovan & Associates
continues to make history,

The history of the De La
Salle Brothers in Australia,
Papus New Guinca and
Mew Zealand is to be
launched in Melbourne on
26" November,

The manuscript for the
history of Tip Top
Bakeries has heen edited
and is presently being
prepared for publication.

Similarly, our history of
real estate agency Jackman
& Treloar 15 presently
being readied for p launch
of 4" December.

A new history, that of the
Engineering Emplovers
Agsociation Group
Training Scheme, written
and produced by DA,
wis launched on

14" September. Additional
details are provided on
page 2.

Since the previous News,
D&EA has begun work on
the editing and production
of a collection of essays on
the social development off
the Tea Tree Gully area
since World War I1. This i5
an imtative of the Tea
Tree Gully Library as part
of the City’s contribution to
the Centenary of
Federation .

Comtimued on p. X




D& A's Seope of Werk continaed

D& A recently lodged with the
Defence Estate Organization the
drafl report of the Conzervation
Management Plan for the
Salishury Defence Site.

Smce then we have begun work
of 4 COnServation management
plan for the associated former
Smithficld Magazine Area. The
complex of magarines was built
at the same time as the former
explosives factory at Salisbury.
The area has now become
surplus to the requirements of
the Department of Defence,
D& A has been commissioned to
provide advice on how the site
might be developed, while
conserving structures of evident
hetitage value.

Launching into History
Lhe immediate future promises
to b a bumper time for history
buffz. In addition to the launch

of the histories written and’or
produced by DA people, we
will be attending the launch of
twa other books, In November
there is the launch of the

Mational Trast’s initiative, 54

Crreaty, a volume featuring
biographies of those notable
South Australians featured on
the bronze plagues in the
footpath along part of North
Terrace. Several D&A people
contributed to the volime,

The Wikefield Companion io
Sourh Auseralion Hivtory s 1o be
launched early in 2001, It
méledes more than GO0 entries
on aspects of South Australian
history. Itis truly a collaborative
effort with contribations from
ey South Australian
historians, several of whom are
associnted with INEA,

Little Histories make Sense

&A's most recent publication records 20 years of apprentice
Dtra'ming by the Engineering Employers Association, South

Australia (FEASA). EEASA s Group Training Scheme has been
AN INNOYator in training engineering apprentices and a modal for other
agencies in Australia,

The Scheme started in 1981 at a time when many epprentices were “oul
of trade” and yet, ironically, there were prospects of future skill shortages.
It was initialed at the suggestion of the South Australian govemment and
was assisted by traming grants from seate and federal povernments.
Cempanies had traditionally been responsible for training apprentices,
but wese finding increasing difficulty in doing s0 because of the eco-
nomic, industry and labour reforms of the 1980s. EEASA gradually
assumed this responsibility as industrialists appreciated that the training
provided by the Scheme was superior to that which they could provide.

Traditional trade-training baged on "time-served’ gave way to accelerated
modular training that reflected industry career pathways. EEASA had no
maining facilities of its own, but arranged for instruction by other
agencies and for “host companies’ to provide apprentices with their
practical experience, There was an emphasis, too, on developing leader-
ship qualities, with apprentices being expected to undertake personal
development courses such as those offered by the Duke of Edinburgh
Scheme.

Those managing the Scheme developed links with schools, on the one
hand, to ensure the better preparation of school-leavers wishing 1o move
nto industry, and with tertiary instibutions, on the other, to enable
graduates 1o receive scereditation towards university degrees.

The Scheme has been remarkably spccessfil, Sixteen apprentices were

indentured in 1981 104 in 2001, Many gradisates have taken responsible

posmtions in industry. The Scheme's development has been a product of
the immense workplace reforms since the 1980s: its success has laid the

foundation for ongoing change.

Engineering  Employers

Associatfon Soweh Ausrealia

Group Fraining Schewre: 1981 —
2000 was written by Mary-

Louize Geyer and Peter

Donovan, It was produced by

Donovan & Associates for

EEASA. Itizsoftback, messures

295 x 210 mm, has 34 papes and

i5 illustrated in colour.
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Serendipity
ood historians are like good detectives. They work by gathering
evidence, trying to establish patterns and using these to formulate
questions that will help build their case. The work is penerally
slow and methodical. Occasionally. though, intuition, honed by experience,
eads them . to mieke & breakthrough that facilitates their waork,

Such a situation occurred during the course of our work at the Salishury
Defence Site when our persistent questioning led us to an asset register
that provides detaibed documentation of the site in the mid-1960s,
including basic information about cach building's construction amd
subsequent alterations, accompanied by a photograph and a plan: The
coliection was located in a remote comer of the DSTO storage area. It
complements enother valuable source that features drawings of each
building as constriscted i 1942, Such discoveries are hearening.

Omce, we sought information about Baker's Flat, o small Inish community
that once existed on the fringes of the early copper mining town of
Kapunda in South Australia, The readily available information had been
cufled from memaoirs, but lacked substance. A feature of the history was
the landlord’s appeal to the Supreme Court for an onder to evict the
squatters. We noted that he had been required to commission a survey of
the arca, Indeed, one of the more colourful stories associated with Bakers
Flat concemed the squatiers® reugh handling of the surveyor. This story
prompted us to approach the Supreme Court in the hope that records of
the case were available. Fortunately, they were. They included copics of
the survey noting the location of cottages, and provided a hst of the
DCCUPAnts.,

On another occasion we were asked to document the history of Fort
Glanville that had been built inthe early I880s to help protect Adetaide,
Volunteers associated with the fort had spent almost 20 years gathering
intormation about the fort but had been unable to discover its specifica-
tions and plans. Their mistake was in considering the forl as a building,
and located at Glanville. However, prior to its construction it was
described as the Port Adelaide fort, and its location was often given as
Foint Malcolm. Moreover, it was planned as &n engineering structure
ratherthan a building. Soon aftercommencing the project we "discovered'
the onginal plans and specifications in the Enginesring and Water
Supply Department,

While serendipitous, such revelations are generally the product of
methodical research and constant questioning and, again, highhght the
henefits of having a professional historian imvahved in projects.

Faulding in History

here hove been many sig-

nificant changes in the
corporate landecape in Aunstralia
during 2001. One of the more
noteworthy has been Mayne's
acquisition of pharmaceutical
company, Faulding. Some of
Faulding’s activities will
continue, but the history of the
company bBegun m 1E45 has
effectively ceased.

A feature of the recent history of
the company was its successtul
move into intemational markets,
particularly in the United States.
The overseas sabsidiariez are to
be sold as part of the new
arrangement.

South Australia and Adelaide has
lost the headoffice of another
Mo company.

Fortunately, Donovan &
Associates had the opporhmity
o record the history of Faulding
af the time 1t celebrated its [50th
anniversary. This has ensured that
the memory of Faulding, that of
fongtime owners the Scammell

Family, and those who
comtributed to its development,
will be preserved.
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History Preserved

ongevity is no guarantee that companies will be

imumne from a fate similar to that which has
befallen Faulding. This is one reazon why we warn
against waiting for an anniversary or celebratory
oCcasion tocommission a history of an organisation.
Domovan & Associates has recorded the history of
geveral companies that no longer exist, at least as
separale entities, and has helped ensure that their
history is secure.

I
r EATIOKAL ATEEFE

Copy editing of the Mews is by Bermard O Neil
The carteons ane by Stephen Stanley,

DONOVAN & ASSOCIATES
History & Historic Presecvation Consuliants

Donovan & Associates is a consulting firm
whichspecialisesin matters relating to aspects
of historical research, writing and historic
conservatior,.  The firm undertakes a wide
variety of tasks based upon these specialties.
Major projects completed by the firm include
large commissioned histories and heritape
studies, recording of oral history and providing
advice on records management.

Donovan & Associates was established in
1980 and has since underakenwork forclicnts
thronghout southcastern Ausiralia on projects
that have involved research and work in all
parts of the country.

Donmovan & Associales” services includs:

¥ Corporate and institutional histories
% Regional and local historics

¥ Heritage surveys and assessments

¥ Land tenure rescarch

¥ Oral history programs

¥ Advice on cultural tourism

¥ Advice on historical displays

| PO Box 436, Blackwood, South Australia, 5051

Phone/Facsimile: (08) 8270 1770
e-mail: p_donovani@optusnel.com.an
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